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rimis et argumentis, et Experimentis demonstrate. Fol. Lond. 
1600. Presented by Aquilla Smith, M. D. 

Nouveaux Memoires de VAcademie Roy ale des Sciences 
et Belles-Lettres de Bruxelies. Tom. X. Presented by the 
Royal Academy of Brussels. 

Memoires Couronnes par VAcademie Royale des Sciences 
et Belles-Lettres de Bruxelies. Tom. XL Presented by 
the same. 

Bulletin de VAcademie Royale des Sciences et Belles- 
Lettres de Bruxelies, 1837. Nos. 1 to 9. Presented by the 
same. 

Programme des Questions proposees pour le Concours de 
1838, par VAcademie Royale des Sciences et Belles-Lettres de 
Bruxelies. 3 copies. Presented by the same. 

Annates de P Observatoire de Bruxelies, publiees aux 
frais de VEtat. Par le directeur, A. Quetelet. Tom. I. 
Deuxieme Partie. Presented by the Author. 

Comptes Rendus Hebdomadaires des Seances de VAcademie 
des Sciences. Par MM. les Secretaires Perpetuels. Deux- 
ieme Semestre, 1837. Nos. 1 to 26. Presented by the 
Academy. 



February 12. 

SIR Wm. R. HAMILTON, A. M., President, in the Chair. 

The following gentlemen were elected Members of the 
Academy : 

John Anster, LL. D., Joseph Carson, Esq., F. T. C, 
Mountiford Longfield, LL. D., Robert Caldwell, Esq., 
Alexander Boyle, Esq., Thomas Drummond, Esq., John 
Hamilton, Esq., Rev. George Vernon, Rev. Robert Knox, 
James Whiteside, Esq. 
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Mr. S. Ferguson read the continuation of his paper on 
the Antiquity of the " Boomerang." The author exhibited 
a tabular digest of the significant synonymes of a variety of 
words, all of them necessarily involving the idea of curva- 
ture. These he arranged according to their palpable re- 
semblances ; and gave it as his opinion, that the indices or 
characteristic syllables of the classes so resulting were uni- 
formly identical with the roots of the names by which the 
curved weapon and spear have been known. 

Mr. Ferguson stated, that the transit of these names 
from the one class of weapons to the other, appears to have 
taken place through the medium of the amentum, or attached 
sling, by which the spear was originally thrown. He sug- 
gested a similar mode of throwing the Australian instrument, 
and illustrated it from a British coin of Cunobeline. 

From an investigation of the relations observable among 
the nations which appear to have used weapons of this de- 
scription, the author concluded that the use of them in 
Europe was in great measure peculiar to the Gomarite 
branch of the Japetian family. 

DONATIONS. 

Comptes Rendus Hebdomadaires des Seances de VAca- 
demie des Sciences. Premier Semestre, 1838. Nos. 1, 2, 3, 
and Tables Alphabetiques. Jan. — Jun. 1837. Presented by 
the Academy. 

The Phrenological Journal and Magazine of Moral 
Science. Vol. XL No. 44. New Series, No. I. Presented 
by the Phrenological Society. 

Ordnance Survey of the County of Londonderry. Colonel 
Colby, R. E., F. R. S. L. and E., M. R. I. A., Superintendant. 
Volume the First. 4to. Presented by his Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

The Ordnance Maps of the Counties of Sligo, in 49 sheets: 
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and Longford in 29 sheets: each including the Title and 
Index. Presented by His Excellency the Lord Lieu- 
tenant. 

Flora Batava. 4to, Amst. 1836. Nos. 110, 111. By 
Jan Koops and H. C. Van Hall. Presented by the Au- 
thors. 



